


DISCOVERY  OF  S I T E  

Before the start of the project, the Busseys would drive to their new site almost every day to walk the 5 acre parcel, discovering new elements of the 
forest on each visit.  The site that at first appeared to be a dense planted evergreen forest slowly revealed a wide variety of natural qualites.  One of 
the most intriguing elements of the site was a deer path that ran along a ridge perched between dense evergeens and a small sunny meadow below.  
As the path continued, the ground made a slow yet significant grade change as it moved into the thickest part of the forest.  The excitement the Busseys 
felt of uncovering new paths, plantings, colors, views, patches of sun and shade would eventually translate into the architecture of the house.

FORES T  AND  MEADOW

The concept of the house was for it to be a mysterious entity that reaches out into different areas of the site and slowly reveals the varying subtle 
qualities of the natural landscape.  Finding the sun in this wooded environment as well as leaving the site as undisturbed as possible were important 
considerations for the placement of the house.  The “path” of the complex follows the deer path, with a long boardwalk connecting house, garage and 
studio buildings.  The house was situated so that the entry and bedroom wing of the house are nestled at grade in the trees while the main living space 
was cantilivered out over the sunny meadow.  The L-shaped layout creates a garden courtyard that captures the intersection of forest and meadow.  
A remote studio reaches out to the dense pines as the grade drops 15 feet to the end of the boardwalk, burying the studio in the branches.  Exterior 
overhangs found throughout the complex provide intermediate outdoor spaces that protect like a canopy of trees and allow for a greater connection 
to the outside.

D I SCOVERY  OF  HOME

As the long driveway winds through the woods, the end of the house can be briefly glimpsed through the trees as it cantilevers into the meadow.  The 
view disappears as the road enters back into dense forest.  The next encounter with the house is a drive courtyard formed by a garage and black brick 
wall that obscures the main portion of the house.  Beyond the wall is the main entrance protected by large overhangs.  The glass entry vestibule is a 
passageway connecting the bedroom wing and living wing of the house and the north and south courtyards.  Each space aims to evoke the qualities 
of the landscape in which it is situated.  The bedroom wing is a private space with lower ceilings, smaller windows and views to the trees.   The living 
wing is a contrast with very high ceilings and full height glass wall on the south side.  At the end of the living room a screen porch hovers over the 
meadow below.

SUS TA IN ABLE  MEASURES

With a modest budget, the intent of the house was to be very small and sustainable with 1,500 sf of living space and 400 sf of studio space.   Each wing 
of the home was designed to be multipurpose space.  The bedroom wing has a storage wall along the corridor that is the closet and laundry for the 
bedrooms.  Shoji screen panels open to make the corridor part of the bedroom space.  The kitchen/living wing is one large open space with a wall of 
storage along the entire north side.  This captures  space for electronic equipment, a computer desk, and kitchen supplies and pantry.  The orientation 
of the house is south facing with large overhangs to utilize passive solar heating and all walls, floor and roof are built with structural insulated panels 
to create an extremely energy efficient envelope.  Energy Star appliances and mechanical systems including in--floor heating were selected as well.  
Durable and renewable materials were chosen that were inspired by the trees of the site.  Dark gray cement board panels and black brick are similar 
to the gray bark of the surrounding evergreens.  The contrasting warmth of cedar windows and siding, as well as the vertical pattern of the glass 
wall relate to the rhythm and materiality of the forest.  A natural cork floor throughout the house takes clues from the orange-brown blanket of pine 
needles on the forest floor.  





ARR IVAL   A glimpse of the house before descending into 
dense woods along the driveway.  The first full view of the 
house is a drive courtyard where a black brick wall obscures the 
main house.  A metal roof edge hovers over the wall, giving an 
indication of the entry and house beyond.
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ENTRY   After slipping past the brick wall, the entry is 
revealed as hovering house and garage canopies protect 
the outdoor space. A small kitchen window allows a view 
of those arriving.  The glass-walled vestibule bridges 
between a cedar clad wing and cement board clad wing 
of the house.









BOARDWALK   The boardwalk, following the deer 
path, extends from the entry porch out to a small studio.  
As the grade drops out below, the studio windows look out 
to evergreen branches.  The boardwalk is aligned with the 
bedroom corridor within the house, with large windows 
continuing the view to the studio on one end and fire pit 
on the other.
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MEADOW   The living wing is inspired by the qualities 
of the meadow that it overlooks.  With ten foot ceilings, 
floor to ceiling south facing windows, and a  natural cork 
floor, warmth and light fill this multi-purpose room.





FORES T    The cedar clad sleeping wing takes on a 
character like the canopy of the forest.  Lower ceilings, 
small bedrooms and punched openings give a more 
intimate, private feel. A long hallway becomes an 
extension of the bedrooms as shoji screen panels define a 
storage wall of closets and laundry functions.





INTERSECT ION    The cement board clad living 
wing with screen porch hovers out over the meadow and 
the cedar clad sleeping wing sits on grade near the pine 
forest.  Each wing looks out to the courtyard that captures 
the intersection of forest and meadow.  Future landscaping 
will delineate this edge with plantings that define forest 
and meadow, such as ferns and prairie grasses.







B U S S E Y  R E S I D E N C E


